
Ellen Betts is a law graduate at Squire Patton Boggs. 
She shares her experiences and how they have provided a solid 
foundation for a career as a lawyer.

In my final semester of university, I had the opportunity 
to work as a part-time paralegal in the firm’s Corporate 
Practice. The transition from student to law graduate is 
a significant step – it is not until you start working in a 
law firm that you realise there is a lot more to being a 
lawyer than simply understanding the law. 

I undertook legal research, drafted correspondence, 
and worked on pro bono matters and those 
concerning unique areas of law, such as data privacy. 
I worked directly with partners and senior lawyers on 
transactions for clients, giving me valuable practical 
experience to build my understanding of commercial 
law. 

Studying and working was challenging, but the firm 
understood my position and I was supported from the 
start. The flexibility offered, the support of my team 
and my enjoyment in being at the firm ensured that I 
met my commitments to both work and study. I was 
grateful for the opportunity to experience the 
culture of the firm, build relationships with staff, 
and familiarise myself with the firm’s systems, 
work and clients prior to commencing as a law 
graduate.

After graduation, I joined the Real Estate team for 
the first of my rotations through two or three practice 
areas. I have been involved in large commercial 
property settlements and continue to be involved in pro 
bono matters. I had the opportunity to assist the Labour 
& Employment team in the Sydney office, allowing 
me to explore my interest in other practice areas and 
collaborate with a broad range of people. 

Through my time at the firm, I have enjoyed its 
collaborative culture where everyone is treated with 
respect. From the start, I have felt supported by 
everyone – from my fellow graduates to the firm’s 
senior lawyers.

My fellow graduates and I are involved in organising 
firm-wide social activities, which has been an excellent 
way to get to know everyone. We have also been 
offered training outside of the law, such as in 
mental health and diversity and inclusion, which 
allows us to support the wellbeing of each other 
and our communities.

I am confident that the firm will continue to provide me 
with the tools, practical training and support to enable 
my future success.

About Squire Patton Boggs
Squire Patton Boggs is a global law firm with 45 offices across 20 countries. In Australia, we operate in Perth, 
Sydney and Darwin. We provide clients with unique insight at the point where law, business and government meet, 
giving them a voice, supporting their ambitions and achieving successful outcomes.

Interested? Get in Touch
If you would like to find out more about available graduate or 
paralegal opportunities, please contact Mariah Abad at  
mariah.abad@squirepb.com.

*This artwork was created by our Perth office in collaboration with 
students from Dandjoo Darbalung at St Catherine’s College, UWA.  
It represents their families woven into narratives of our values and 
this country.
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