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ICE withdraws from its own Conditions of 
Contract following its endorsement of the NEC
The Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) announced last week that it is withdrawing from the ICE 
Conditions of Contract following the ICE Council’s decision in 2009 to solely endorse the NEC3 
Suite of Contracts. 

The ICE states that its decision to withdraw from the ICE Conditions of Contract is “part 
of a strategic realignment of our offerings and a desire to promote what we see as a more 
collaborative approach to contract management which offers value for money to clients and the 
construction industry at large”.

The ICE is closely linked to the NEC Suite of Contracts, having developed the suite in the early 
1990’s. The NEC Suite of Contracts has gained huge popularity in the UK and overseas following 
their endorsement by Sir Michael Latham as part of his review of the UK Construction Industry 
and more recently by the Office of Government Commerce.

There is some good news, however, for those in the industry that prefer the clear and precise 
drafting of the ICE Conditions of Contract over the NEC form. The ICE Conditions of Contract will 
continue to be maintained for 12 months during which time the family of contracts will be updated 
to make them compliant with the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction 
Act 2009 which introduces the proposed changes to the Housing Grants, Construction 
and Regeneration Act 1996. When this is completed, the co-sponsors of the contract, ACE 
(Association for Consulting and Engineering) and CECA (Civil Engineering Contractors 
Association) have announced that they will examine other opportunities for jointly ensuring that 
the industry’s requirements continue to be met. 

The CECA has also announced that once the above amendments have been made, the CECA’s 
Blue Forms of Sub-Contract will be suitably amended. 

More importantly, the ICE recognises “that there remains a proportion of our membership and the 
wider engineering community who still use the ICE Conditions of Contract and we will be working 
closely with ACE and CECA to ensure the transition is smooth and doesn’t have any negative 
impact on existing users.”

It seems, therefore, that all parties are working together to ensure that there is a smooth 
transition from the current tri-party arrangements for the ICE Conditions of Contract to a new joint 
arrangement between ACE and CECA and it remains to be seen if this joint arrangement will be 
successful or whether another sponsor can be brought on board to secure the future of the ICE 
Conditions of Contract.
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