
US Executive Branch Update
May 13, 2020 

This report provides a snapshot of the 
US Executive Branch priorities via daily 
schedules and the prior day’s press 
releases.

POTUS’ Schedule  

4:00 p.m. EDT – THE PRESIDENT meets with the 
Governor of Colorado and the Governor of North Dakota 
| Rose Garden 

VPOTUS’ Schedule 

1:00 p.m. EDT – THE VICE PRESIDENT leads a Video 
Teleconference Call with Higher Education Leaders | The 
White House   

2:30 p.m. EDT – THE VICE PRESIDENT leads a White 
House Coronavirus Task Force meeting | The White 
House   

Recap of Tuesday, May 12, 2020

Note: All colored text denotes hyperlinks. Purple colored 
hyperlink spotlights COVID-19 developments.  

The White House 

 Memorandum on the Delegation of Functions and 
Authorities under Section 1260J of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020  

 Press Briefing by Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

 COVID-19 webpage

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

 Press Release:  FEMA Announces Emergency Food 
and Shelter Programs Funding for Mississippi 

 Press Release:  FEMA Announces Emergency Food 
and Shelter Programs Funding for North Carolina 

 Press Release:  Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: 
Alternate Care Site (ACS) “Warm Sites” 

 Press Release:  FEMA Announce Emergency Food 
and Shelter Programs Funding for South Carolina 

 Press Release:  FEMA Announces Emergency Food 
and Shelter Programs Funding for Tennessee 

 Press Release:  FEMA Issues Public Notice 
(Tennessee) 

 Press Release:  FEMA Recovery Efforts on the Island 
Continue with Funding Obligations for 131 Additional 
Projects (Puerto Rico) 

 Press Release:  Incident Period for Puerto Rico 
Earthquakes Now Includes May 2 Tremors 

Department of Defense (DOD)  

 Press Release:  DOD Awards $138 Million Contract, 
Enabling Prefilled Syringes for Future COVID-19 
Vaccine 

 Article:  Air Force Implements COVID-19 Screenings 
at Seattle Airport 

 Press Release:  DOD Awards $24 Million for the 2020 
Class of the Vannevar Bush Faculty Fellowship 

 Publication:  2020 Class of Vannevar Bush Faculty 
Fellows 

 Press Release:  DOD Announces Winners of FY19 
Nunn-Perry Award Recognizing Excellence in the 
DOD Mentor Protégé Program 

 Contracts for May 12, 2020 

Department of State 

Daily Schedule | Wednesday, May 13 

Notably, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo is on travel 
to Israel. 

 May 12:  Fact Sheet | Furthering Our Relationship 
With Israel 

 May 12:  Fact Sheet | North American Cooperation on 
COVID-19 

 May 12:  Fact Sheet | Transatlantic Cooperation on 
COVID-19 

 May 12:  Fact Sheet | Indo-Pacific Cooperation on 
COVID-19 

 May 12:  Readout | Secretary Pompeo’s Call with 
Estonian Foreign Minister Reinsalu 

 May 12:  Statement | Condemning Heinous Terrorist 
Attacks in Afghanistan Today 

 May 12:  Advisory | The Bureau of Overseas Buildings 
Operations Announces the Design-Build Award for a 
U.S. Embassy Office Annex in Bangkok, Thailand 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/memorandum-delegation-functions-authorities-section-1260j-national-defense-authorization-act-fiscal-year-2020/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-kayleigh-mcenany-051220/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-mississippi
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-north-carolina
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-alternate-care-site-acs-warm-sites
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announce-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-south-carolina
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-announces-emergency-food-and-shelter-programs-funding-tennessee
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/4541/fema-issues-public-notice
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/fema-recovery-efforts-island-continue-funding-obligations-131-additional
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/12/incident-period-puerto-rico-earthquakes-now-includes-may-2-tremors
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2184808/dod-awards-138-million-contract-enabling-prefilled-syringes-for-future-covid-19/
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2182848/air-force-implements-covid-19-screenings-at-seattle-airport/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2184513/dod-awards-24-million-for-the-2020-class-of-the-vannevar-bush-faculty-fellowship/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/May/12/2002298618/-1/-1/1/2020-CLASS-OF-VANNEVAR-BUSH-FACULTY-FELLOWS.PDF
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2184321/department-of-defense-announces-winners-of-the-fiscal-year-19-nunn-perry-award/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Contracts/Contract/Article/2184793/
https://www.state.gov/?page_id=154361
https://www.state.gov/furthering-our-relationship-with-israel/
https://www.state.gov/north-american-cooperation-on-covid-19/
https://www.state.gov/transatlantic-cooperation-on-covid-19/
https://www.state.gov/indo-pacific-cooperation-on-covid-19/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-pompeos-call-with-estonian-foreign-minister-reinsalu/
https://www.state.gov/condemning-heinous-terrorist-attacks-in-afghanistan-today/
https://www.state.gov/?page_id=154355
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US Mission to the United Nations (UN) 

 Remarks at a UN Security Council Briefing on the 
Situation in Iraq (via VTC) 

 Remarks at a UN Security Council Briefing on the 
Situation in Syria (via VTC) 

Department of the Treasury 

 Statement from Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin on the 
Start of Secondary Market Corporate Credit Facility 
Purchases 

 Press Release:  Update on Treasury Implementation 
of the Payroll Support Program for the Aviation 
Industry 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP) 

 Press Release:  Acting DHS Secretary Wolf Statement 
on the Confirmation of Troy Edgar 

 Press Release:  Border Patrol Apprehends COVID-19 
Positive Mexican Drug Smuggler with Possible Drug 
Cartel Ties (Washington DC) 

 Press Release:  Border Patrol Agents Arrest Convicted 
Child Sex Offender (New Mexico)  

 Press Release:  Yuma Sector Agents Seize 
Methamphetamine and Arrest Subjects with 
Outstanding Warrants (Arizona)  

 Press Release:  CBP Field Operations Seizes Over 
$293K in Undeclared Currency Over Mother’s Day 
Weekend (Texas)  

 Press Release:  Yuma Sector Agents Arrest Cocaine 
Smugglers (Arizona)  

 Press Release:  Savannah CBP Officers Intercept 
Unsafe Toy Ducks (Georgia)  

 Press Release:  RGV Sector Border Patrol Agents 
Arrest Three Sex Offenders (Texas)  

 Press Release:  Laredo CBP Officers Seize Hard 
Narcotics Worth Over $1.3 Million at the Juarez-
Lincoln Bridge (Texas)  

 Press Release:  Laredo Sector Border Patrol Seizes 
Large Narcotics Load (Texas)  

 Press Release:  Wanted Fugitives And A Currency 
Seizure Keep El Paso Ports of Entry Busy Mother’s 
Day Weekend (Texas)  

Department of Justice 

Daily Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Press 
Releases

 Press Release:  Justice Department Requires 
Divestiture Following Historic Arbitration Win 

 Press Release:  Former Veterans Affairs Doctor 
Indicted on Multiple Civil Rights Charges 

 Press Release:  Texas Man Sentenced to 60 Years in 
Prison for Sexually Abusing a Child in Hundreds of 
Videos and Images 

 Press Release:  Missouri Man Indicted for Hate Crime 
and Arson Charges 

 Press Release:  Justice Department Seeks to Shut 
Down Chicago Area Tax Return Preparer 

Department of Commerce 

 Blog:  Commerce This Week | May 12 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

 Press Release:  USDA Approves Program to Feed 
Kids in Ohio 

 Press Release:  USDA Invests $3.3 Million in High-
Speed Broadband in Rural South Dakota 

Department of Transportation 

 Press Release:  U.S. Department of Transportation 
Announces Two Air Service Notices Impacting Airlines 
and Consumers 

 Press Release:  CARES Act Air Service Exemptions 
for United Airlines, Silver Airways, and Tradewind 
Aviation 

Department of Labor 

 Press Release:  U.S. Department of Labor Cites Steel 
Storage Tank Company 

 Press Release:  West Texas Paving Company to Pay 
Back Wages to Worker Denied Paid Sick Leave 
Despite Doctor’s Order for Coronavirus Quarantine 

 Press Release:  Indiana Trucking Company Pays Back 
Wages to Worker Denied Paid Sick Leave While 
Experiencing Coronavirus Symptoms and Seeking 
Diagnosis 

US Government (USG) COVID-19 Webpages

 Department of Defense COVID-19 webpage

 Department of State COVID-19 Travel Advisory 
webpage 

 Office of Personnel Management COVID-19 webpage

 Food and Drug Administration COVID-19 webpage

 Department of Homeland Security Employee COVID-19 
webpage

 Department of Labor COVID-19 webpage

 USAGov COVID-19 webpage

https://usun.usmission.gov/remarks-at-a-un-security-council-briefing-on-the-situation-in-iraq-via-vtc/
https://usun.usmission.gov/remarks-at-a-un-security-council-briefing-on-the-situation-in-syria-via-vtc-3/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1007
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1008
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/05/12/acting-secretary-wolf-statement-confirmation-troy-edgar
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/border-patrol-apprehends-covid-19-positive-mexican-drug-smuggler
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/border-patrol-agents-arrest-convicted-child-sex-offender-2
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/yuma-sector-agents-seize-methamphetamine-and-arrest-subjects
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/cbp-field-operations-seizes-over-293k-undeclared-currency-over-mother-s
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/yuma-sector-agents-arrest-cocaine-smugglers
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/savannah-cbp-officers-intercept-unsafe-toy-ducks
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/rgv-sector-border-patrol-agents-arrest-three-sex-offenders
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/laredo-cbp-officers-seize-hard-narcotics-worth-over-13-million-juarez
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/laredo-sector-border-patrol-seizes-large-narcotics-load
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/wanted-fugitives-and-currency-seizure-keep-el-paso-ports-entry-busy
https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel
https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-requires-divestiture-following-historic-arbitration-win
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/former-veterans-affairs-doctor-indicted-multiple-civil-rights-charges
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/texas-man-sentenced-60-years-prison-sexually-abusing-child-hundreds-videos-and-images
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/missouri-man-indicted-hate-crime-and-arson-charges
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-seeks-shut-down-chicago-area-tax-return-preparer-0
https://www.commerce.gov/news/blog/tweets/commerce-week-may-12
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/12/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-ohio
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/12/usda-invests-33-million-high-speed-broadband-rural-south-dakota
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-department-transportation-announces-two-air-service-notices-impacting-airlines-and
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/cares-act-air-service-exemptions-united-airlines-silver-airways-and-tradewind
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osha/osha20200512
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200512-0
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200512
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Coronavirus/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/novel-coronavirus-hubei-province--china.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/novel-coronavirus-hubei-province--china.html
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/covid-19/
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-issues/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.dhs.gov/employee-resources/covid-19-workforce-information
https://www.dhs.gov/employee-resources/covid-19-workforce-information
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/
https://www.usa.gov/coronavirus
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Non-USG COVID Webpages 

Johns Hopkins University & Medicine 

 Coronavirus Resource Center 

− COVID-19 Interactive Map 

Synopsis of President Trump’s 
Tweets

 May 12:  “Women for Trump co-chair: Biden might not 
be ‘ultimate nominee,’ and Dems engaging in ‘elder 
abuse’” 

 May 12:  “Fake @PulitzerPrizes must be taken back. 
These ‘journalists’ got everything wrong. Give them to 
the real journalists who got it right!”  Retweet:  
Washington Examiner @dcexaminer · 2h · ‘It was the 
worst journalistic fiasco of now my more than 50 some 
years in journalism. It was a disaster.’ @BritHume 
called the media's coverage of @realDonaldTrump's 
alleged collusion with Russia the "worst journalistic 
fiasco" he's seen in his 50-year career. 

 May 12:  “Shifty Schiff exposed!”  Retweet:  Kimberley 
Strassel @KimStrassel · 3h · Newly released 
documents show Adam Schiff knew all along that 
there was no proof of Russia-Trump collusion. 
https://wsj.com/articles/all-the-adam-schiff-transcripts-
11589326164

 May 12:  “Big News: Tom Tiffany of the Great State of 
Wisconsin has just become Congressman Tom 
Tiffany. He will do a FANTASTIC job for the people of 
Wisconsin, and the United States. Congratulations!” 

 May 12:  “As long as other countries are receiving the 
benefits of Negative Rates, the USA should also 
accept the ‘GIFT’. Big numbers!” 

 May 12:  “California should let Tesla & @elonmusk  
open the plant, NOW. It can be done Fast & Safely!” 

 May 12:  “Crude Oil prices going up as Saudi Arabia 
cuts production levels. Our great Energy Companies, 
with millions of JOBS, are starting to look very good 
again. At the same time, gasoline prices at record lows 
(like a big Tax Cut). The BEST of all Worlds. 
‘Transition To Greatness’” 

Contact 

Stacy A. Swanson 
Public Policy Advisor, Washington DC 
T +1 202 457 5627 
E stacy.swanson@squirepb.com 

Daily Public Policy Group Reports 

For additional global public policy insights related to 
COVID-19, we offer a daily COVID-19: Public Policy 
Group Report. Please follow us on Twitter 
(@SPB_Global) for our daily reports as they are 
published. See here for the latest editions of these 
reports. 

Capital Thinking Blog 

In the coming weeks, we will unveil a blog 
dedicated to global public policy focused contents. 
Follow us on Twitter for the launch announcement. 

https://twitter.com/SPB_CapThinking
https://www.squirepattonboggs.com/en/services/practice-areas/public-policy/?explore=insights&insightsPageNumber=1
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://wsj.com/articles/all-the-adam-schiff-transcripts-11589326164
https://wsj.com/articles/all-the-adam-schiff-transcripts-11589326164

