US Executive Branch Update

May 16, 2020

This report provides a snapshot of the
US Executive Branch priorities via daily
schedules and the prior day’s press
releases.

POTUS’ Schedule*
THE PRESIDENT has no public events scheduled.

VPOTUS’ Schedule*

THE VICE PRESIDENT has no public events scheduled.

*The US President (POTUS) and Vice President’s (VPOTUS)
daily schedules are subject to change.

Recap of Friday, May 15, 2020

Note: All colored text denotes hyperlinks. Purple colored
hyperlink spotlights COVID-19 developments.

The White House

Remarks by President Trump on Vaccine Development

Remarks by President Trump at Presidential
Recognition Ceremony: Hard Work, Heroism, and Hope

Executive Order (EO) on the Establishment of the
Forced Labor Enforcement Task Force Under Section
741 of the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
Implementation Act

Transcript: Press Briefing by Press Secretary Kayleigh
McEnany | 5/15/2020

Statement: New Members of the White House
Coronavirus Task Force Announced

Statement: White House Announces Comment Period
for Emerging Drug Threats Criteria

Nominations: President Donald J. Trump Announces
Intent to Nominate Individuals to Key Administration
Posts (re: State, Transportation)

Proclamation on Emergency Medical Services Week,
2020

Proclamation on Armed Forces Day, 2020
Proclamation on World Trade Week, 2020

Proclamation on National Safe Boating Week, 2020

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

COVID-19 webpage

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)

Press Release: Trump Administration Announces
Framework and Leadership for 'Operation Warp
Speed'

Statement from Secretary Azar on National Hospital
Week

Department of Defense (DOD)

Transcript: Assistant to the Secretary of Defense
Hoffman Updates Reporters on DOD Operations

Article: Army General to Co-Lead 'Operation Warp
Speed' for COVID-19 Vaccine

Article: Space Force Flag Unveiled at White House

Article: NATO Nations Face Threats Together,
Including Pandemic

Readout of Secretary of Defense Mark T. Esper's
Phone Call With Japanese Defense Minister Taro
Kono

Article: Top Enlisted Leaders Answer Questions on
Stop-Move Process

Contracts for May 15, 2020

Department of State

May 15: Transcript | Briefing On Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Corporation’s Intent to
Invest $12 Billion In the U.S. and on the CCP’s Ability
to Undermine U.S. Export Controls

May 15: Statement | The United States Protects
National Security and the Integrity of 5G Networks

May 15: Statement | The International Criminal
Court’s lllegitimate Prosecutions

May 15: Transcript | Briefing On the Road to Nuuk:
Economic Cooperation

May 15: Transcript | Briefing With Special
Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay
Khalilzad

May 15: Readout | Special Representative Jeffrey’s
Call with Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey
Vershinin


https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-vaccine-development/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-presidential-recognition-ceremony-hard-work-heroism-hope-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/eo-establishment-forced-labor-enforcement-task-force-section-741-united-states-mexico-canada-agreement-implementation-act/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/press-briefing-press-secretary-kayleigh-mcenany-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/new-members-white-house-coronavirus-task-force-announced/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/white-house-announces-comment-period-emerging-drug-threats-criteria/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-announces-intent-nominate-individuals-key-administration-posts-29/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-emergency-medical-services-week-2020/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-armed-forces-day-2020/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-world-trade-week-2020/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-national-safe-boating-week-2020/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/15/trump-administration-announces-framework-and-leadership-for-operation-warp-speed.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/15/secretary-azar-statement-national-hospital-week.html
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Transcripts/Transcript/Article/2189289/assistant-to-the-secretary-of-defense-hoffman-updates-reporters-on-dod-operatio/
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2188680/army-general-to-co-lead-operation-warp-speed-for-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2189023/space-force-flag-unveiled-at-white-house/
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2188822/nato-nations-face-threats-together-including-pandemic/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Releases/Release/Article/2187965/readout-of-secretary-of-defense-mark-t-espers-phone-call-with-japanese-defense/
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2187686/top-enlisted-leaders-answer-questions-on-stop-move-process/
https://www.defense.gov/Newsroom/Contracts/Contract/Article/2188998/
https://www.state.gov/briefing-with-under-secretary-for-growth-energy-and-the-environment-keith-krach-science-and-technology-adviser-to-the-secretary-mung-chiang-and-assistant-secretary-for-international-security-and-n/
https://www.state.gov/the-united-states-protects-national-security-and-the-integrity-of-5g-networks/
https://www.state.gov/the-international-criminal-courts-illegitimate-prosecutions/
https://www.state.gov/briefing-with-deputy-assistant-secretary-for-european-and-eurasian-affairs-michael-murphy-assistant-secretary-for-energy-resources-frank-r-fannon-principal-deputy-assistant-secretary-for-oceans-and/
https://www.state.gov/briefing-with-special-representative-for-afghanistan-reconciliation-zalmay-khalilzad/
https://www.state.gov/special-representative-jeffreys-call-with-russian-deputy-foreign-minister-sergey-vershinin/

e May 15: Statement | First Shipment of U.S. Oil to
Belarus

e May 15: Fact Sheet | This Week in Iran Policy
US Agency for International Development (USAID)

e Press Release: Statement on International Day of
Families from USAID Acting Administrator John Barsa

US Mission to the United Nations (UN)

e Remarks at a UN Security Council Briefing on the
Working Methods of the Security Council (via VTC)

e Remarks at a UN Security Council Briefing on the
Situation in Burma (via VTC)

Department of the Treasury

e Press Release: SBA and Treasury Release Paycheck
Protection Program Loan Forgiveness Application

e Press Release: Treasury International Capital Data for
March

Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/Customs
and Border Protection (CBP)

e Press Release: Police Week 2020 | A Video Message
from FPS Leadership

e Press Release: DHS Issues Environmental Waiver to
Expedite New Border Wall System in Texas
(Washington DC)

e Press Release: COVID-19 Spread Doesn't Slow
Down Human Smugglers (Washington DC)

e Press Release: Border Patrol Agents Find Narcotics
Concealed Inside Snack Bag (California)

e Press Release: CBP Port of Nogales Officers
Encounter Unusual Concealment Method (Arizona)

e Press Release: CBP Seizes Large Marijuana Load At
Columbus Port (New Mexico)

e Press Release: DHS partners coordinate to seize
nearly 500 pounds of marijuana (Washington)

e Press Release: CBP Announces Delay of Summer
Hours for Wild Horse Port of Entry (Montana)

e Press Release: CBP Announces Delayed Opening for
the Port of Chief Mountain (Montana)

e Press Release: CBP Announces Delay of Summer
Hours at Lancaster Port of Entry (Minnesota)

e Press Release: Pittsburgh CBP Seizes Counterfeit
and Potentially Harmful Cat and Dog Flea Collars
(Pennsylvania)

e Press Release: Counterfeit Pokemon Action Figurines
Can't Go Past Harrisburg CBP (Pennsylvania)

o Press Release: Police Week | Cleveland CBP Honors
VA Employees (Ohio)

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

e Press Release: FEMA Releases State-by-State PPE
Data (Washington DC)

e Press Release: State, Federal Disaster Dollars Help
Utility in Dunn Damaged by Hurricane Dorian (North
Carolina)

e Press Release: More Than $1.7 Million Approved for
Fayetteville Utilities (North Carolina)

e Press Release: South Carolina Disaster Assistance
Applicants: Understand FEMA Determination Letters,
How to Appeal Them (South Carolina)

e Press Release: After a Disaster: Replacing Lost or
Damaged Documents in Mississippi

Department of Justice

Daily Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Press
Releases

e Press Release: Department of Justice Supports
National Pork Producers Council's Ability to Combat
Meat Shortage

e Press Release: President’'s Commission on Law
Enforcement and the Administration of Justice Holds
Hearing on Law Enforcement Recruitment, Training,
and Retention

e Press Release: Federal Grand Jury Returns
Indictment Charging Pakistani Doctor with Attempting
to Provide Material Support to ISIS

o Press Release: Alleged Narcotrafficker and High-
Ranking Cartel Member Extradited from Uruguay to
the United States

e Press Release: Georgia Woman Arrested for Role in
Scheme to Defraud Health Care Benefit Programs
Related to Cancer Genetic Testing and COVID-19
Testing

e Press Release: California Man Pleads Guilty to
Production of Child Pornography

Department of Commerce

e Press Release: Commerce Addresses Huawei’'s
Efforts to Undermine Entity List, Restricts Products
Designed and Produced with U.S. Technologies

e Press Release: Department of Commerce Issues
Expected Final 90-Day Extension of Temporary
General License Authorizations


https://www.state.gov/first-shipment-of-u-s-oil-to-belarus/
https://www.state.gov/this-week-in-iran-policy-11/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-15-2020-statement-international-day-families-usaid-acting-administrator-john-barsa
https://usun.usmission.gov/remarks-at-a-un-security-council-briefing-on-the-working-methods-of-the-security-council-via-vtc/
https://usun.usmission.gov/remarks-at-a-un-security-council-briefing-on-the-situation-in-burma-via-vtc/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1010
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1009
https://www.dhs.gov/blog/2020/05/15/police-week-2020-video-message-fps-leadership
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/dhs-issues-environmental-waiver-expedite-new-border-wall-system-0
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/covid-19-spread-doesn-t-slow-down-human-smugglers
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/border-patrol-agents-find-narcotics-concealed-inside-snack-bag
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/cbp-port-nogales-officers-encounter-unusual-concealment-method
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/cbp-seizes-large-marijuana-load-columbus-port
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/dhs-partners-coordinate-seize-nearly-500-pounds-marijuana
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/cbp-announces-delay-summer-hours-wild-horse-port-entry
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/cbp-announces-delayed-opening-port-chief-mountain
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/cbp-announces-delay-summer-hours-lancaster-port-entry
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/pittsburgh-cbp-seizes-counterfeit-and-potentially-harmful-cat-and-dog
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/counterfeit-pokemon-action-figurines-can-t-go-past-harrisburg-cbp
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/police-week-cleveland-cbp-honors-va-employees
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/15/fema-releases-state-state-ppe-data
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/15/state-federal-disaster-dollars-help-utility-dunn-damaged-hurricane-dorian
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/15/more-17-million-approved-fayetteville-utilities
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/15/4542/south-carolina-disaster-assistance-applicants-understand-fema-determination
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/15/4536/after-disaster-replacing-lost-or-damaged-documents-mississippi
https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel
https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-supports-national-pork-producers-council-s-ability-combat-meat-shortage
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/president-s-commission-law-enforcement-and-administration-justice-holds-hearing-law
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/federal-grand-jury-returns-indictment-charging-pakistani-doctor-attempting-provide-material
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/alleged-narcotrafficker-and-high-ranking-cartel-member-extradited-uruguay-united-states
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/georgia-woman-arrested-role-scheme-defraud-health-care-benefit-programs-related-cancer
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/california-man-pleads-guilty-production-child-pornography
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/05/commerce-addresses-huaweis-efforts-undermine-entity-list-restricts
https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/05/department-commerce-issues-expected-final-90-day-extension-temporary

Department of Agriculture (USDA)

o Press Release: USDA Begins Accepting Applications
for Higher Blends Infrastructure Incentive Program
Grants Today

e Press Release: USDA Approves Program to Feed
Kids in Louisiana and Indiana

e Press Release: USDA Extends Flexibilities, Paves the
Way for Meals for Kids to Continue through Summer

Department of Interior
e Press Release: Honoring Interior's Law Enforcement

e Press Release: Secretary Bernhardt Announces
Grants for Protecting American Battlefields in 11
States

Department of Transportation

e Press Release: U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine
L. Chao Appoints Industry Leaders to Women in
Aviation Advisory Board

Department of Labor

e Statement by U.S. Secretary of Labor Eugene Scalia
on Being Added to the White House Coronavirus Task
Force

o Press Release: U.S. Department of Labor to Offer
Families First Coronavirus Response Act Webinars to
Educate Employees, Employers, State and Local
Governments

e Press Release: U.S. Department of Labor Awards
Over $26 Million in Dislocated Worker Grants in
Response to Coronavirus Public Health Emergency

e Press Release: U.S. Department of Labor Announces
Award of Four Contracts for Job Corps Operations
Using New Firm-Fixed Price Approach

e Press Release: U.S. Department of Labor Advances
Protection for Religious Liberty

US Government (USG) COVID-19 Webpages
o Department of Defense COVID-19 webpage

e Department of State COVID-19 Travel Advisory
webpage

o Office of Personnel Management COVID-19 webpage
e Food and Drug Administration COVID-19 webpage

e Department of Homeland Security Employee COVID-19
webpage

e Department of Labor COVID-19 webpage
o USAGov COVID-19 webpage

Non-USG COVID Webpages
Johns Hopkins University & Medicine
o Coronavirus Resource Center

— COVID-19 Interactive Map

Synopsis of President Trump’s
Tweets

e May 16: “95% Approval Rating in Republican Party.
51% Plus, overall. But you NEVER read or see this in
the Fake News Media. Always hearing bad, made up
numbers on how badly I'm doing. Lamestream Media
is unhinged and CORRUPT!”

o May 16: “Mexico must take control of this very big
problem!” Retweet: Judicial Watch L @JudicialWatch
- 17h - Mexican drug smugglers are really getting bold.
A cross-border tunnel recently discovered by U.S.
authorities exits in a San Diego warehouse right next
to a busy Customs and Border Protection (CBP) port
of entry. Read: http://jwatch.us/vOvv7g

e May 16: “Lou, this is just one of numerous concepts
being considered under which we would pay 10% of
what we have been paying over many years, matching
much lower China payments. Have not made final
decision. All funds are frozen. Thanks!” Retweet: Lou
Dobbs @LouDobbs - 10h - Top WH Advisors are
working for whom exactly? Surely not for our historic
President or this great nation: Trump set to restore
partial funding to WHO after pause to investigate
coronavirus response #MAGA @realDonaldTrump
#AmericaFirst #Dobbs
https://foxnews.com/media/exclusive-white-house-set-
restore-partial-who-funding

e May 16: “Scandal has defined the Obama
Administration.” @LisaMarieBoothe @ffweekend”

e May 16: “The Radical Left is in total command &
control of Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Google.
The Administration is working to remedy this illegal
situation. Stay tuned, and send names & events.
Thank you Michelle!”

e May 16: “So true!” Retweet: Oversight Committee
Republicans @GOPoversight - May 14 - ‘The fact is
that we already have more compelling evidence that
the Obama administration engaged in misconduct than
we ever did for opening the Russian-collusion
investigation.” Fact check: True
https://nationalreview.com/2020/05/trump-russia-
investigation-obamagate-not-conspiracy-theory/

e May 16: “Happy Birthday Tom!” Retweet: Sara A.
Carter @SaraCarterDC - 18h - Happy Birthday
@TomFitton Hope you have the most wonderful day
ever my friend!!! twitter.com/judicialwatch/...


https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/15/usda-begins-accepting-applications-higher-blends-infrastructure
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/15/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-louisiana-and-indiana
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/15/usda-extends-flexibilities-paves-way-meals-kids-continue-through
https://www.doi.gov/video/honoring-interiors-law-enforcement
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-bernhardt-announces-grants-protecting-american-battlefields-11-states
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-transportation-secretary-elaine-l-chao-appoints-industry-leaders-women-aviation
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osec/osec20200515
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200515
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200515
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200515-0
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/dol/dol20200515
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Coronavirus/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/novel-coronavirus-hubei-province--china.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/novel-coronavirus-hubei-province--china.html
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/covid-19/
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-issues/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.dhs.gov/employee-resources/covid-19-workforce-information
https://www.dhs.gov/employee-resources/covid-19-workforce-information
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/
https://www.usa.gov/coronavirus
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
http://jwatch.us/v9vv7g
https://foxnews.com/media/exclusive-white-house-set-restore-partial-who-funding
https://foxnews.com/media/exclusive-white-house-set-restore-partial-who-funding
https://nationalreview.com/2020/05/trump-russia-investigation-obamagate-not-conspiracy-theory/
https://nationalreview.com/2020/05/trump-russia-investigation-obamagate-not-conspiracy-theory/

May 16: “I'll do it again!” Retweet: The White House
@WhiteHouse - 17h - .@realDonaldTrump: "We built
the greatest economy in the world—I'll do it a second
time."

May 16: “My Hero. New York’s Finest!” Retweet:
Team Trump (Text TRUMP to 88022) @TeamTrump -
16h - President @realDonaldTrump to NYPD officer
who recovered from #Coronavirus: “You're my hero."

May 16: “Another Fake Whistleblower. Republicans
must do something about these terrible people, and
now!” Retweet: Paul Sperry @paulsperry_ - 21h -
BREAKING: Records show HHS “whistleblower” and
media darling Dr. Rick Bright is a Democrat who's
donated to a liberal Democrat PAC that's raising
money for Joe Biden with the pitch: “Will you rush a
donation now to make sure Joe Biden defeats Donald
Trump?"

May 15: “FAKE NEWS IS NOT ESSENTIAL!"”
Retweet: Kevin Vesey @KevinVesey - May 14 - The
level of anger directed at the media from these
protestors was alarming. As always, | will tell a fair and
unbiased story today.

May 15: [Proclamation on Armed Forces Day, 2020]

May 15: “Such a wonderful reception yesterday in
Pennsylvania. Thank you! #MAGA” [Video]

May 15: “lI am proud to announce that the United
States will donate ventilators to our friends in India.
We stand with India and @narendramodi during this
pandemic. We're also cooperating on vaccine
development. Together we will beat the invisible
enemy!”

Contact

Stacy A. Swanson

Public Policy Advisor, Washington DC
T +1 202 457 5627

E stacy.swanson@squirepb.com

o May 15: “Today | was presented with the brand new

@SpaceForceDoD flag in the Oval Office. | will take
Great Pride in displaying it at the @WhiteHouse!”

May 15: “Chicago’s @CTA has big federal resources
heading its way to keep the transit system operational
and to keep people moving where they need to go.
$817M will aid in the economic recovery — buy Made
in the USA!"

May 15: “l am proud to announce that @NJTransit will
receive $1.4B in CARES Act funding to assist in their
continued operations and to keep people moving in
the NY/NJ area! The LARGEST single Federal transit
grant to New Jersey Transit ever. Together, we will
prevail!”

May 15: “Thank you to @foxandfriends for covering,
supremely, the greatest political scandal in the history
of the United States, OBAMAGATE. Fake News
@CNN and Concast’s own MSDNC are only trying to
make their 3 year Con Job just go away. They are
embarrassed and don’t know what to do...."

May 15: “....Likewise, the @nytimes and
@washingtonpost are a disgrace to journalism. They
are all Fake News, and they know it better than
anyone else. History is unfolding, and it is not a pretty

picture for ‘journalism’.

Daily Public Policy Group Reports

For additional global public policy insights related to
COVID-19, we offer a daily COVID-19: Public Policy
Group Report. Please follow us on Twitter
(@SPB_CapThinking) for our daily reports. See here
for the latest editions of these reports.

Capital Thinking Blog

In the coming weeks, we will unveil a blog

dedicated to global public policy focused contents.
Follow us on Twitter for the launch announcement.



https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-armed-forces-day-2020/
https://twitter.com/i/status/1261373283536175104

