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Poland 

Poland has temporarily suspended bankruptcy filing obligations as a result of COVID-19 and implemented certain measures to allow restructuring.      

Suspension of the Obligation to File for Bankruptcy According to Polish law, a debtor needs to file for insolvency within 30 days following the occurrence of insolvency, i.e. (i) 
it has lost the ability to pay its debts when they mature or to discharge its debts (there is a presumption that the debtor is 
insolvent if the delay in payment exceeds three months); or (ii) certain cash liabilities exceed a debtor’s assets and such state 
of affairs persists for more than 24 months. 

Following the Act of 16 April 2020 on Specific Support Instruments in Connection With the Spread of the COVID-19 Virus 
during the pandemic emergency or pandemic (as declared in compliance with applicable legislation) the term for insolvency 
filing is currently suspended and if the 30 day period had already commenced, it is halted and will start again. 

For a debtor company, the temporary suspension of filing obligations releases the representatives of the debtor (e.g. the 
members of the management board of the companies) from liability for a delayed insolvency filing. However, it does not 
release the members of the board from considering and filing a motion for a restructuring proceeding as provided for under 
the Restructuring Law. 

The legislation also provides that, if bankruptcy occurs during the period of the pandemic emergency or pandemic, it is 
deemed to be caused by COVID-19 and it extends the periods provided for by the Bankruptcy Law, the calculation of which is 
dependent upon the day of the bankruptcy filing. 

The Polish government declared a state of pandemic in Poland on 20 March 2020, however since 16 May 2022, the state of 
pandemic was lifted and replaced with “state of pandemic emergency” that is still in force. This change does not influence 
the suspension described above.

Introduction of Electronic Insolvency and 
Restructuring Proceedings

Since 1 December 2021, all applications for declaration of bankruptcy (both by the debtor or by the creditor) or opening any 
type of restructuring proceedings should be filed through the electronic portal maintained by the Minister of Justice. All 
subsequent correspondence in the proceedings will be delivered through the portal and should be submitted through the 
portal. Such applications should be signed electronically either by qualified electronic signature or by trusted signature (ePuaP). 

Further, the portal provides access to one register, which discloses data on persons and entities against whom restructuring 
and bankruptcy proceedings are conducted, as well as persons against whom enforcement was conducted, which 
was discontinued due to ineffectiveness, and natural persons against whom enforcement is pending maintenance and 
enforcement of state budget receivables arising from benefits paid in the event of ineffectiveness of the enforcement of 
alimony in arrears, with the fulfillment of these benefits for a period longer than 3 months.The portal with access to all 
bankruptcy and restructuring proceedings discloses applications filed after 30 November 2021 and disclosable after this date. 
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