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Categorisation of a charge as fixed or floating will have a significant impact on how assets
are dealt with on insolvency and creditor outcomes.

Typical fixed charge assets include land, property, shares, plant and machinery, intellectual property such as copyrights,
patents and trademarks and goodwvill.

Typical floating charge assets include stock and inventory, trade debtors, cash and currency, movable plant and machinery
(such as vehicles), and raw materials and other consumable items used by the business.

You will need to consider how the charge was characterised when it was created, but that will need to be viewed in light of
how the charged assets were dealt with in practice and the nature of those particular assets.

Key Considerations When Considering the Characterisation of a Charge

Review with the charge document/instrument:

— How is the charge described?

— Look at the charging clause

— Which assets are described as subject to a fixed charge and which ones fall within the definition of floating charge?
— Consider what restrictions are placed on dealing with the charged assets

— Review any undertakings in the charge document that deal with how the charged assets are to be dealt with

Remember that how the charged assets are described in the charge document is not determinative. You must also consider
the nature of the particular assets and how they were dealt with in practice.

Do the assets fluctuate in and out of the business (i.e. stock and cash), or are they more fixed in nature (i.e. land, plant and
machinery)?

How were the assets dealt with in practice? If the charge document restricts the borrower from dealing with the assets in a
particular way but, in practice, those restrictions were ignored or not put in place then the charge may be floating.

Control is key for assets to be classed as fixed charge:

— Did the bank retain control of the assets, i.e. did it operate blocked accounts, or was written permission provided to deal
with particular assets or classes of asset?

— How much control did the bank actually have in practice?
— Has plant and machinery been plated?
A floating charge will usually crystalise on insolvency, but that does not promote the charge to a fixed charge.

Beware of hardening periods. If a floating charge has been created 12 months prior to insolvency (or two years if the chargee
is a connected person), it may be invalid under s245 of the Insolvency Act 1986.

The Avanti case blurred the edges of what can constitute a fixed charge when finding that the assets in that case were fixed
despite the borrower having some ability to deal with the assets, but this is likely to be relevant only in limited circumstances.

\‘\“\\




Contacts

John Alderton

Partner, Leeds

M +44 788 505 8896

E john.alderton@squirepb.com

Deborah Brown
Partner, Birmingham
M +44 754 511 0790
E deborah.brown@squirepb.com

Monika Lorenzo-Perez

Partner, London

M +44 778 572 0439

E monika.lorenzo-perez@squirepb.com

Charlotte Mgller

Partner, London

M +44 788 180 4970

E charlotte.moller@squirepb.com

Chris Roberts

Partner, Manchester

T+44 773 647 9569

E chris.roberts@squirepb.com

Devinder Singh
Partner, Birmingham
M +44 772 139 9625
E devinder.singh@squirepb.com

Jon Chesman

Director, Leeds

M +44 754 511 0783

E jon.chesman@squirepb.com

Helena Clarke

Director, London

M +44 782 723 8537

E helena.clarke@squirepb.com

Vanessa Stuart
Director, Manchester
M +44 782 594 2711
E vanessa.stuart@squirepb.com

Jennifer Jones

Senior Associate, Leeds

M +44 789 499 1076

E jennifer.jones@squirepb.com

Sabina Khan

Senior Associate, London
M +44 754 593 5645
E sabina.khan@squirepb.com

Rachael Markham

Professional Support Lawyer, Leeds

M +44 754 511 0781
E rachael.markham@squirepb.com

Rebecca Terrace

Senior Associate, London

M +44 782 453 6723

E rebecca.terrace@squirepb.com

Jenny Cooper

Associate, Birmingham

T +44 772 907 9697

E jenny.cooper@squirepb.com

Chris Paschali

Associate, Leeds

T +44 772 907 9687

E chris.paschali@squirepb.com

The opinions expressed in this update are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the firm, its clients, or any of its or
their respective affiliates. This article is for general information purposes and is not intended to be and should not be taken as legal advice.

squirepattonboggs.com © Squire Patton Boggs. All Rights Reserved 2026

64666/01/26



