
T  T  

Hiroki Suyama
Partner

Languages spoken
English | Japanese

About Hiroki Hiroki Suyama is a seasoned international corporate lawyer who advises Japan-based companies on
cross-border legal matters and global business expansion, with a focus on operations across the US,
Asia and Europe. He provides strategic counsel on a broad range of legal issues, including corporate
and commercial law, mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, corporate governance, capital markets,
intellectual property, real estate, employment, dispute resolution and regulatory compliance.

Hiroki is widely recognized for his ability to deliver practical, business-oriented legal advice that
reflects both the commercial realities of international business, as well as the cultural and operational
nuances of Japanese companies. His approach is grounded in a deep understanding of Japanese
corporate practices, combined with extensive experience in US and international legal systems.

As trusted outside general counsel to numerous Japanese companies, Hiroki works closely with
executive leadership, legal departments and boards of directors to support day-to-day operations,
manage legal risks and guide long-term strategic planning. He routinely assists clients in structuring
and negotiating complex cross-border transactions, including acquisitions, divestitures, joint ventures
and strategic alliances. His transactional experience spans multiple industries, including automotive,
transportation and logistics, food and beverage, entertainment, technology, manufacturing and
energy.

In addition to his transactional work, Hiroki has represented clients in high-stakes disputes involving
shareholder rights, breach of contract claims, intellectual property matters and government
investigations. He is experienced in litigation in US federal and state courts, as well as in arbitration
and other alternative dispute resolution forums.

Before entering the legal profession, Hiroki was a certified public accountant at a global accounting
firm. His background in finance enhances his ability to advise on transactions involving financial
structuring, valuation and accounting.

Experience Corporate Governance and General Counsel

Advising numerous public and private boards of directors on all aspects of corporate governance,
including board and committee structuring, fiduciary duties and legal compliance.

Los Angeles
+1 213 689 6506

Tokyo
+81 3 5774 1807

hiroki.suyama@squirepb.com

https://www.squirepattonboggs.com/locations/los-angeles/
tel:+12136896506
https://www.squirepattonboggs.com/locations/tokyo/
tel:+81357741807
mailto:hiroki.suyama@squirepb.com


Serving as outside general counsel to various Japanese companies, supporting ongoing business
operations, compliance, risk management and strategic planning.

Capital Markets and Strategic Transactions

Represented a Japanese restaurant company in its initial public offering and subsequent follow-on
offerings on NASDAQ.

Advised a Japanese logistics company on its acquisition of a US logistics firm and affiliated entities
in China, Taiwan and Hong Kong.

Advised a Japanese beverage manufacturer on the strategic acquisition of beverage producers in
Italy and Poland.

Represented a Japanese trading company in multiple investments in US technology companies.

Represented a Japanese retail company in an asset acquisition of a US based retail service
business.

Advised a Japanese engineering and electronics company on its acquisition of a hard disk drive
business from a US hardware company.

Corporate Restructuring and Cross-border Disputes

Advised a Japanese optical glass manufacturer on the reorganization of its US branches and
subsidiaries.

Advised a Japanese food manufacturer on a multi-entity reorganization of its US operations.

Advised a Japanese beverage company’s UK subsidiary in defending misappropriation of trade
secrets and unfair competition claims.

Advised a Turkish subsidiary of a Japanese beverage company in post-acquisition claims involving
breach of representations and warranties.

Real Estate and Investment

Represented a Japanese construction company in the acquisition of multiple US commercial
properties.

Represented a Japanese investment company in the acquisition of a US hotel as part of its
overseas real estate portfolio.

Employment and Labor Disputes

Defended a Japanese glassware manufacturer in a wrongful termination and retaliation lawsuit,
securing a defense verdict after a two-week jury trial.

Represented numerous Japanese companies in class action lawsuits and PAGA claims alleging
wage and hour violations.

Represented a Japanese logistics company in discrimination and retaliation claims brought by a
senior executive and former HR manager, involving allegations of race, sex, equal pay violations
and constructive termination.

Defended numerous Japanese companies against employee claims of harassment, discrimination,
wrongful termination and retaliation.

Conducted internal investigations for Japanese companies involving whistleblower complaints
and alleged misconduct by employees, including embezzlement, kickbacks, unauthorized
disclosure of confidential information, falsification of records, harassment, regulatory violations
and other breaches of company policy.

Intellectual Property and Trade Secrets



Represented a Japanese consumer electronics company in ITC proceedings for patent
infringement relating to digital television technology.

Represented a Japanese IT equipment manufacturer in patent litigation involving notebook and
tablet battery systems.

Represented a Japanese engineering and electronics firm in a trade secret misappropriation case
involving flash memory technology.

Represented a Japanese manufacturing company in litigation brought by a competitor under the
Lanham Act and trade secrets statutes.

Represented a mortgage loan origination company in corporate raiding and trade secret theft
litigation.

Government and Regulatory Investigations

Represented a Japanese auto parts manufacturer in a Department of Justice (DOJ) investigation
concerning alleged price fixing and market allocation.

Advised Japanese companies on U.S. regulatory compliance, including FCPA, antitrust and
import/export control issues.

Product Liability

Advised Japanese investors and manufacturers on US product liability laws, including labelling,
user manuals and risk mitigation strategies.

Pro Bono

Represented an inmate at Folsom Prison against the County of Los Angeles for the use of
excessive force during incarceration at a Los Angeles County Jail in violation of the Eighth
Amendment.

Credentials Education
University of Southern California, J.D., 2001

University of Southern California, B.S., 1995

Admissions
California, 2001

Recognitions Judicial extern for the Honorable Robert M. Takasugi, United States District Court, Central District
of California.

Expertise Services
Corporate

Private Equity

About our firm One of the world’s strongest integrated law firms, providing insight at the point where law, business
and government meet. We deliver commercially focused business solutions by combining our legal,
lobbying and political capabilities and invaluable connections on the ground to a diverse mix of



clients, from long-established leading corporations to emerging businesses, startup visionaries and
sovereign nations. More than 1,500 lawyers in over 40 offices across four continents provide
unrivaled access to expertise.
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