
Poland is changing the rules for filing 
annual financial statements for entities 
registered in the National Court Register 
(Krajowy Rejestr Sądowy). This newsletter 
summarizes the amendments and 
highlights key issues.

Electronic Filing of Financial Statements
From 15 March 2018, financial statements, reports on activities, 
resolutions approving the aforementioned, and auditor’s reports 
will need to be filed via the court proceedings website, with use 
of a qualified electronic signature or ePUAP trusted profile (see 
below). The filing will need to be made by the management board 
member(s) or managing partner(s) whose PESEL number (see below) 
is disclosed in the National Court Register. Foreigners who are 
members of the management boards (or managing partners) may 
be unable to fulfil this new requirement, unless they obtain a PESEL 
number and have it registered in the National Court Register in 
advance. 

The upside is that a separate filing to the tax office will no longer be 
required.

Electronic Signing of Financial 
Statements 
From 1 October 2018, financial statements (and consolidated 
financial statements) will need to be prepared in electronic form and 
signed by all management board members (or managing partners) 
and the person responsible for the accounting books, with use of 
a qualified electronic signature or ePUAP trusted profile. The same 
will apply to the report on activity, which needs to be signed by all 
management board members (or managing partners).

The required format and structure of the financial statement will 
be announced in the Public Information Bulletin (Biuletyn Informacji 
Publicznej). The Public Information Bulletin may also define the 
required format and structure of financial statements (but not 
consolidated financial statements) prepared according to IFRS rules.

In addition, the auditor’s report will be required to be prepared in 
electronic form and should be signed with the auditor’s qualified 
electronic signature.

What Is a PESEL Number?
This is an identification number in the Polish Universal Electronic 
System for Registration of the Population (Powszechny Elektroniczny 
System Ewidencji Ludności). Mostly, Polish nationals are registered 
in the system, but foreigners may obtain a PESEL number if they are 
able to provide a legal basis for needing a PESEL number.

What Is an ePUAP Trusted Profile?
This is a set of data that identifies an individual for whom an 
account is opened on the public administration services platform, 
called “ePUAP”. This trusted profile can be used to authenticate an 
electronic signature, which in cases prescribed by law is accepted 
by administrative authorities instead of a qualified electronic 
signature – for example when signing and filing the financial 
statements described above.

Currently, a PESEL number is required for the ePUAP trusted profile, 
and the ePUAP platform is only available in Polish, which limits its 
usability for those who do not have a good command of Polish.

What Is a Qualified Electronic 
Signature?
This is an advanced electronic signature that is created by a 
qualified electronic signature creation device, and which is based on 
a qualified certificate for electronic signatures. The certificate can 
be purchased from commercial providers.

What Should You Consider Doing?
• Check whether the management board members (or managing 

partners) and the person responsible for the accounting books 
have a qualified electronic signature or ePUAP trusted profile. If 
not, they should obtain one as soon as possible to be able to sign 
the documents.

• Foreigners may struggle to fulfil the new filing requirements, 
unless they already have a PESEL number, thus, obtaining a PESEL 
number and disclosing it in the National Court Register should be 
considered.

• If possible, the management board (or managing partners, 
or managing partner’s management board) should consist of 
person(s) with a PESEL number disclosed in the National Court 
Register who will be able to file the documents via the court 
proceedings website.

• Ahead of the deadline for filing of the financial statements, open 
an account on the court proceedings website and check whether 
it operates properly. 
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Important Note
The information provided herein is of a general nature and does not 
replace individual legal advice.
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