Justice Department Allots
Additional US$70 Million to
Battle Opioid Crisis

In tandem with President Trump’s signing of H.R. 6, US Attorney
General Jeff Sessions announced new Department of Justice (DOJ)
funding awards aimed at curbing drug trafficking and supporting
youth impacted by America’s opioid epidemic.
At DOJ’s first-ever National Opioid Summit, Sessions and Deputy
Attorney General Rod Rosenstein highlighted sustained federal law
enforcement efforts to combat opioid abuse and related substance
issues. DOJ’s nearly US$70 million investment, which closely follows
the recent announcement of nearly US$320 million in grant funding
by its Office of Justice Programs, is expected to bolster a variety of
department divisions and initiatives. Specific disbursements include:
• US$34.6 million for the Office of Victims of Crime and Bureau of
Justice Assistance, which funded 41 victim service sites and a
technical assistance provider for the purpose of expanding services
to children affected by the opioid crisis
• US$27.8 million for the Community Oriented Policing Services
(COPS) Office’s Anti-Heroin Task Force Program, which funded
17 state law enforcement agencies to better probe the illicit
distribution of heroin and prescription opioids
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• US$7.2 million for the COPS Anti-Methamphetamine Program
(CAMP), which funded nine state law enforcement agencies
seeking to more effectively seize methamphetamine and shutter
unlawful drug laboratories
DOJ officials also announced the formation of the Appalachian
Regional Prescription Opioid Strike Force, which involves US
Attorney’s Offices for nine federal districts in five states and DOJ’s
Health Care Fraud Unit, as well as other divisions within the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, US Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) and US Drug Enforcement Administration. The joint
DOJ and HHS initiative will seek to improve the identification,
investigation and prosecution of illegal prescription schemes in
Appalachia and surrounding areas. The strike force will also rely on
expertise from the US Postal Inspection Service, Internal Revenue
Service Criminal Investigation Division and state Medicaid Fraud
Control Units.
For more information about the bill, please contact one of the
individuals listed in this publication.

The contents of this update are not intended to serve as legal advice related to individual situations or as legal opinions
concerning such situations, nor should they be considered a substitute for taking legal advice.
© Squire Patton Boggs.

squirepattonboggs.com

All Rights Reserved 2018
32455/10/18

